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Year 4 – Art and Design Skills 

 
Rationale: In this collection of lessons children learn and develop their skills in: design, drawing, craft, painting and 
art appreciation; creating an optical illusion print, replicating a plate in the famous willow pattern, carving 
sculptures out of soap, drawing a collection of still life objects, painting and mixing colours like Paul Cézanne and 
learning about the role of a ‘curator’ 

Pre-unit task: Introduce Sketch Books 
Attention Grabber: Watch the video clip 'Where do I go now?' by Luz Perez Ojeda on VideoLink on VideoLink. 
(There are other videos but often associated with current exhibitions and so the links change frequently.) The 
video shows an image of a picture which appears to change and move as the camera swings from one side of the 
picture to the other. 
Learning Objectives:  
- Produce creative work, exploring their ideas and recording their experiences. 
- Evaluate and analyse creative works using the language of art, craft and design. 
- Know about great artists, craft makers and designers, and understand the historical and cultural development of 
their art form. 
- Improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting and sculpture. 
- About great artists, architects and designers in history. 
- To develop a wide range of Art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, texture, line, shape, form and 
space. 

Overview:  
Lesson 1: Design Optical Illusions - To create an image 
using an artistic process  
Lesson 2: Design: Willow Pattern – Christmas themed - 
To apply an understanding of tint to recreate a 
traditional design style 
Lesson 3: Painting: Paul Cezanne – To paint in the style 
of a famous artist 
Lesson 4: Drawing: Still Life - To arrange and draw a 
still-life image from observation 
Lesson 5: Learning about the work of a curator – To 
understand the role of a curator and to create an 
exhibit 

Cross Curricular Links  
Maths – Identify horizontal and vertical lines and pairs 
of perpendicular and parallel lines 

Resources  
• Activity: A4 Picture portraits (see Classroom resources) – one set 
for each table. • Link: ‘Willow Pattern Story’ on VideoLink – this is 
an external website and we do not have control over its content – 
please check before showing it to the children. • Large paper plates 
• Water-soluble blue ink • Fine brushes • Water • Sketchbooks • 
Pencils • Poster paints: brilliant red, blue, yellow dark red, 
ultramarine or dark blue and yellow ochre • Mixing palettes • Still 
life objects (different shapes, heights, materials and colours of 
bottles, jars, jugs, cups, vases) arranged on a table at the front of 
the class • Exhibition objects (in the case of ‘random stuff’ – shells, 
stones, little plastic toys, buttons, rubbers, sharpeners, feathers), 
the more diverse the better 

Impact/Assessment  
Most Children will: • Measuring, marking and cutting on the lines, accurately. Sticking the strips of the pictures in 
the right order. • Using a variety of blue tones and a washed colour. Drawing a design using features of a chosen 
story. •Mixing four secondary colours and painting an object to some level of success in a Cézanne style.  • 

Understanding the different uses of a pencil to create different tones.  
More Able Children will: • Choosing two appropriate pictures to use so that there is a link/juxtaposition between 
them. Preparing and sticking their portraits in sequential order and with neatness so that the optical effect works 
well. • Painting a considered design, drawing neatly with the ink, being able to accurately select and use the right 
brush for the work, and able to add a decorative pattern to the outside of the plate.  •Painting in the style of 
Cézanne to a higher level, applying it to other subject matter.  • Good observational skills which are shown 
through careful application of tone to create 3D effects and through accurate outlines 

 

https://video.link/w/x3x1

