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Year 2 – Art and Design Skills 

 
Rationale: In this collection of lessons children learn and develop their skills in: design, drawing, craft, painting and art 

appreciation; replicating the recognisable crockery of Clarice Cliff, exploring tone through shading, developing their skills in 
weaving and the manipulation of clay, experimenting with brush strokes. 
Pre-unit task: Introduce Sketchbooks 
Attention Grabber: Roll out a slab of clay no deeper than 1.5cm. Using the card template, show how to cut the 
clay into a small tile. Scratch your initial/name onto the reverse using a pencil or plastic clay tools. Also ‘score’ the 
back of the tile by running a clay tool across the back to leave grooves (this helps to stop the tile warping as it 
dries out). Demonstrate how the objects you collected (see ‘Before the Lesson’) can be used to create a repeating 
pattern in the clay. 
Learning Objectives: • To use drawing, painting and sculpture, to develop and share their ideas, experiences and 
imagination. • To develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, texture, line, shape, 
form and space. • to use a range of materials creatively to design and make products about the work of a range of 
artists, craft makers and designers, •  describing the differences and similarities between different practices and 
disciplines, and making links to their own work. 

Overview:  
Lesson 1: To know that clay is a material that can only 
be used when it is flexible and wet. 
Lesson 2: To learn to weave. 
Lesson 3: To apply their painting skills when working in 
the style of an artist. 
Lesson 4: To explore the use of tones in shading. 
Lesson 5: To develop painting skills. 
Lesson 6: To experience drawing for pleasure. 

Cross Curricular Links  
 

Resources  
• Air drying or stoneware clay • Rolling pins • Clay cutting tools 
(plastic) • It might be better to roll out clay in advance of the session 
• Objects used in: ‘Year 2: Formal elements: Lesson 1: Patterns: 
Repeating patterns’ (bottle tops, pieces of dowelling, yoghurt 
cartons) plus new objects such as shells or stones, screws, nuts and 
bolts • Aprons/shirts • Plastic or hessian to put on the table • Card 
templates for squares, whatever size you decide. • A4 sheets of 
coloured paper • A4 strong card • White A4 paper • Scissors • Sticky 
tape • Coloured pens or pencils. Paper plates – 1 per child with 
some spare • Ready-mixed paint in primary colours and black • 
Paint brushes • Palettes • Pots for water • Drinking straws • Soft 
pencils – 2B to 8B • Rubbers • A5 white paper • Paint brushes thick 
– size 12 and above, and for detail size 4 or under • Poster paint in 
various colours • Water pots. • Felt pens • Coloured pencils 

Impact/Assessment  
Most Children will: • Understand the properties of clay and how to impress patterns; relating this to printing 
techniques. •Successfully creating a weave pattern. •Mix secondary colours with confidence and describing and 
comparing their finished plates. • Can shade with a range of tones, neatly within the lines without leaving gaps. • 

Can vary both the tone and the direction and strength of pencil line within their shading. • An ability to hold a 
brush correctly and with confidence. • Loading the brush with the correct amount of paint, confidently making 
flowing lines. • Completing a drawing of their own choice to a satisfactory standard. 
More Able Children will: • Produce neater, more detailed repeated patterns; discussing the effects created by the 
varying techniques.  •Might create more sophisticated weaves, perhaps using two sheets of hand painted paper 
they have prepared earlier. More able pupils might also support less able pupils to help them with tricky 
operations such as sticking the tape in the correct place, cutting and weaving accurately, etc.  • Be able to make 
considered decisions about their choice of colours; mixing secondary colours confidently and showing some 
independence in their organisation and choice of painting equipment. •Can create recognisable shapes within the 
boxes; working with greater precision in their shading. • Adding details to their painting with some success. 
•Independently finding an image they want to draw and completing the activity with less guidance and support. 

 


