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Document Purpose 

 
This policy reflects the schools values and philosophy in relation to the teaching of 

Computing. It sets out a framework within which teaching and non-teaching staff can 
operate and gives guidance on planning, teaching, assessment and monitoring. 

 
Audience 

 
This document is intended for all teaching staff, school governors, parents and 

advisors/inspectors. Copies are available from the policy file stored centrally or from the 
Computing Co-ordinator. 

 
Subject aims 

 
The 2014 national curriculum introduced a new subject, Computing, which replaced ICT. 
The curriculum is split into three strands; Computer Science, Digital Literacy and 
Information Technology. Digital Literacy includes e-Safety and this is addressed in a 
separate policy (E-Safety 2016). 
Computer Science: Pupils learn how the technology in our world is controlled through 
instructions and how computers need these programs to work. Pupils will learn how to 
write these programs using visual programming and simple text based languages. 
Digital Literacy:  Pupils learn about how to become good digital citizens.  They build their 
knowledge on how communication tools and the internet work whilst understanding the 
importance of keeping safe. 
Information Technology:   Pupils learn how to use a range of creative tools to support 
learning across different subject areas, using multimedia, word-processing, digital imagery, 
manipulating sound and video. They learn how to collect, sort and manipulate data to 
answer questions.   
 

 
School organisation 

 
Members of staff have programmes relevant to the age of the children in their classes, 

either on hard drive (via the server) or on disk. These cover all areas of the curriculum. In 
addition a wider range of software for all key stages to cover cross-curricular aspects is 

stored centrally. 
All computers can be logged onto the server as the year group who will use them. The 

programmes are all on the desktop and they are all linked to the photocopier and the 
printer in the ICT room. Computers at the back of classes are all linked in the same way. 

A bank of i-pads is available for classroom use and these are stored in a central 
secured cabinet.  Wireless connectivity is available in all classrooms. 

 
Time allocated 

 
Each class has an allocated timeslot in the Computer Suite on a weekly basis.  In addition, 
classes are encouraged to sign up for additional ad-hoc lesson times to use the computer 
suite to support their learning in other curriculum areas.  Each class has a supervised after 
school homework session where they can use the Computer Suite to undertake computer 
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based homework activities. Teachers allow children sufficient time for individuals and 
groups of children to work at the computers to acquire the necessary skills they require. 

There is also a trained technician to support learning and deal with problems based in the 
suite two days a week. 

 
Planning 

 
Planning is used to: 

 

 Set clear, achievable goals. 

 Ensure work is matches to pupil’s abilities, experiences and interests. 

 Ensure progression, continuity and subject coverage throughout the school. 

 Develop assessment procedures. 

 Provide criteria for evaluation of teaching learning. 
 

Planning is the responsibility of individual teachers, groups of teachers in a key 
stage and the curriculum coordinators. Plans are made available for the head, 

curriculum coordinator and other teachers when necessary. At the current time key 
stage two teachers are using the Purple Mash resources to address the Programming 

aspect of the curriculum.  In addition staff have been advised to follow the CAS 
(Computing at School ) plans which address all other areas of the Computing 

curriculum. The foundation stage use I.C.T to address the ELGs. 
 

Class organisation and teaching style 
 

Children will be given the opportunity to work independently, as individuals or pairs. It 
will sometimes be appropriate to include class lessons and teacher demonstrations to 

allow children to observe the use of resources and to learn how to handle them 
independently. Computing is also used to convey aspects of other curriculum areas. 
Teachers can now access the Computer suite at an allotted time where there will be 

support from a highly qualified technician. Other times the computer room can be used 
as required. 

 
Assessment 

 
Assessment techniques used will be teacher observations, teacher-pupil discussions, 

questioning and teacher based assessment of skills acquired. Evidence will come from 
observations, printouts, written work and performance on task will also be monitored. A 
tick list form based on the QCA outcomes is used to monitor children’s progress, This 

is passed onto the next class teacher for planning purposes. 
 

Record Keeping 
 

Records of pupil’s achievement are kept by the teacher concerned or by the pupils 
themselves. They will: - 

 

 Plan pupil’s further learning. 

 Be used for display. 

 Maintain a record of pupils learning. 
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 Point to areas of weakness and strength. 

 Be passed on to inform planning in subsequent year groups. 
 

Reporting 
 

Computing forms an integral part of the school report system used to inform parents at the 
end of each year of a child’s school life. 

The reporting is intended to give clear and helpful information of a child’s progress and 
achievements but also to inform of any worries or concerns teachers may have. 

 
INSET provision 

 
Staff development is overseen by the staff development co-ordinator (deputy head-

teacher). Needs are identified by individual teachers or by the senior management team 
and are prioritised according to the school development plan. 

School based INSET is arranged by the Computingco-ordinator and provided by the 
Computing co-ordinator, the Head-teacher, the LEA advisory teachers and Computing 

consultants. Staff requiring extra support receive support from the Computing coordinator 
and can access courses run by the LEA. The effectiveness of INSET and courses is 

judged through classroom observation, scrutiny of work and plans and discussion with 
staff on their continuing professional development within the performance management 

cycle. 
 

Cross-curricular links 
 

Computing is used in all areas of the curriculum and the class teacher and subject 
coordinators identify the needs. Progressively, a greater amount of time will be spent on 

using Computing in other areas of the curriculum. For example, mathematics is now 
supported using My Maths, an interactive teaching tool which allows teachers to set 
individual learning activities which can be completed at home or at school using a 

computer.  
In addition pupils behaviour is managed using an interactive reward system called Class 

Dojo. 
Equipment 

 
All equipment is capable of fulfilling all the requirements of the National Curriculum. 

All have intranet access and a wide range of educational applications and software. Each 
computer is linked to a central printer and each class has a digital camera and i-pad.  
Software is either key stage or subject appropriate and the responsibility of the class 

teacher once placed in their room.  
Software from June 2002 required for specific subject areas will be funded from 

their budget and not from the Computing budget, as was before. Applications and 
hardware will be funded from the Computing budget and from the LCVAP money funded 
by the Diocese. The new computer suite provides each class with up to date hard and 

software including an interactive white board. All class rooms have interactive 
whiteboards, visualisers and the appropriate hard and soft ware. 

 
Role of the Coordinator 
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The role of the coordinator is to manage the budget for Computing provision for the 
whole school. NGFL will provide funds for the hardware, E learning credits for software 

and staff development. 
The coordinator will also provide INSET where necessary, monitor the teaching, 

learning and planning of Computing. They will be responsible for the creation of a yearly 
subject improvement plan and will also monitor and update when necessary the policy. 

The co-ordinator has surveyed the training needs of staff (March 2016) which will be used 
to inform inset provision. 

 
Replacement policy 

 
The coordinator on a yearly basis will monitor replacement and upgrading of 

hardware, software and applications. An audit will be done and appropriate actions will be 
arranged. 

Disposal of redundant machines will be done either through the ‘cash for old 
computers’ scheme run by the ICT centre. Or through Preston recycling, whose contact is 

Tom Hayes 01772 562411. Who will collect and dispose of old hardware in a manor 
appropriate to government directives. 

 
 

E-Safety 
 

Huge emphasis has been put into the safety of children whilst exposed to the scope 
that ICT has to offer. 

Attached to this document is the good use practice policy which children are aware 
of at the start of each term and the procedures in place to ensure undesirable activity on 
computers is avoided and the acceptable usage policy which all members of staff have 

signed to ensure appropriate usage and reporting protocols are in place. 
Specific emphasis has been placed on social networking sites like MSN Messenger 

and Facebook being used by staff and pupils, some of which may have left. No member of 
staff shall have a current or ex pupil on their Facebook or MSN friends list.  A social media 

policy was adopted in November 2015 covering all aspects of acceptable usage. 
 
 

 
 


