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Introduction 
 

This policy reflects the school values and philosophy with regard to 

mathematics. It describes how Maths is taught within school and gives 

guidance on planning and assessment. The policy has been produced with 

the co-operation of all members of staff and will be reviewed 

periodically. 

The policy is available to all staff, governors, advisors and inspectors. 

Since the school has adopted the Renewed Numeracy Framework the 

policy should be read in conjunction with the framework for teaching 

Mathematics. 

 

The Nature of Mathematics 
 

Maths is a means of communicating information and applying knowledge 

to solve everyday problems. A quest for patterns and relationships 

makes Mathematics exciting and creative as well as useful. This will 

result in an ability to predict, describe and explain. As well as trying to 

understand individual concepts, it is necessary to understand that they 

can be linked in to a cognitive map. 

 

Aims 

 
The teaching of Mathematics in St James has the following aims: 

 

1) To develop a positive attitude and confidence in the subject, 

2) To ensure that this development is carried out in a practical and 

enjoyable way, 

3) To equip children with the skills essential for mental calculation. 

At a basic level this includes recall of number facts, 

4) To create a numerate environment, 

5) To encourage investigation and problem solving throughout the 

school, 
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6) To develop an awareness of pattern and relationships, 

7) To encourage persistence and perseverance to ensure the 

child’s potential is met, 

8) To highlight the relevance of Mathematics in other subject 

areas. 

 

School Organisation 
 

The school has a morning nursery class, which together with the 

reception class forms the foundation stage. They address the early 

learning goals. This continues into Year 1 if necessary. 

Years 1 and 2 form key stage one. In this key stage Mathematics 

is taught in class groups. 

Year’s three to six form key stage two. Within this key stage there are 

three classes that have a mix of Years 3 and 4 (Class 3), Years 4 and 5 

(Class 4) and Years 5 and 6 (Class 5). 

 

Planning 

 
The National Curriculum programmes of study and attainment targets 

provide the structure for the Renewed Numeracy Framework (Known 

from here as the RNF) from which teacher’s plan their teaching and the 

objectives against which pupil’s progress can be assessed. 

St James has adopted the RNF and the learning objectives that are 

suggested for each year from the online strategy. 

Once put into planning; they form a living document, which provide 

the school’s scheme of work, and are modified as a result of formal and 

informal assessment. Each class works on blocks and units of 

Mathematics, the timing of each unit being reflected in the medium 

term plan, the needs of the children and the evaluation of prior learning. 

The foundation stage planning is based around the objectives in the 

Development Matters and EYFSP documents. 
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Short term planning, from reception onwards, outlines the three-part 

structure of the daily Mathematics lesson. It is undertaken weekly on 

an agreed school planning proforma, and reflects the following: 

 

1) Mental and oral objectives, 

2) Mental and oral activities, including resources, 

3) Main objectives and appropriate vocabulary, 

4) Direct teaching element, including resources, 

5) Group, paired or individual activities with differentiation, 

6) Plenary, assessment for learning and suggested outcomes, 

7) Evaluation, 

8) Resources, 

9) Support staff, 

10) Homework, 

11)  Links to other curriculum areas, 

12) Aspects of Learning, 

13) Maths curricular targets, 

14) Opportunities for speaking and listening. 

 

Foundation Stage planning is more pertinent to the needs of the 

staff and the children with more emphasis on continuous provision of 

Maths with the addition of focussed teacher lead learning activities. 

Plans are monitored by the Senior Leadership Team on a termly basis. 

They are also made available to consultants, advisors, governors and 

inspectors upon request. 

 

AfL & APP 
 

Informal assessment for learning is undertaken on a daily basis through 

questioning and observation within the lesson and in the plenary so that 

misunderstandings can be identified and corrected within the current or 

next lesson. This assessment is reinforced by the marking of children’s 

work, which is carried out supportively so that children can overcome 
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their misunderstandings and make progress. Short mental tests are 

administered at least fortnightly. 

 

The assessing of pupil progress is carried out after each unit of work; 

an assessment scheme is used effectively to address areas of strengths 

and weaknesses for individual children. This progress is tracked on a 

centrally saved excel tracking form. Their progress from end of year 

assessments can be tracked on the individual and class brick wall 

trackers. 

 

Further assessment takes place each year in the form of PIPs, SATs, 

optional SATs at years three, four and five and teacher assessment. 

Further information can be gleaned from the school’s Assessment policy. 

 

F/S assessment is carried out orally on a one to one basis using 

questioning and observations within the context of a structured play 

activity. The children are formally assessed using Aspects on entry and 

exit of Nursery and PiPs at the start and end of Reception with the 

EYFSP and Development Matters documents being updated throughout 

the year. 

 

Recording 
 

Each class in school uses child friendly “I can” statements from the 

RNF, Development Matters and EYFSP to record assessment for 

learning outcomes. These are used to inform short and medium term 

planning. The RNF individual APP record will accompany all children 

throughout their school life. 

Nursery records are kept in accordance to the Development Matters 

document and in Reception with the EYFSP. 

Evidence of progress and good work is kept in the pupil’s own record of 

achievement folder which is updated termly. 
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Resources 
 

Wherever possible; resources are stored in maths teaching areas. 

In all years there are computers and IWB with relevant software, ITPs 

and Excel programmes to aid teaching and learning for teaching all 

aspects of Mathematics. There are some resources that are stored 

centrally. 

 

For example: Laminated clock faces, 

Large coins, 

Measuring instruments, 

OHP and OHP resources. 

Weights, 

Capacity equipment,  

Etc…. 

 

Resources are continually audited and updated where funding allows in 

accordance to the subject improvement plan drawn up in the summer 

term. This will also include the buying of appropriate and up to date 

software. 

 

Special Educational Needs 
 

The activities that are used are designed to be accessible to all 

children, and in planning teachers take account of extending and 

supporting children’s learning. 

Adult help is used to assist the teacher with children who have special 

educational needs: Statemented children receive extra support from 

support assistants and NTA’s. 

Provision for pupils with SEN in Mathematics is initially the 

responsibility of the class teacher with support from the Mathematics 

co-ordinator and the SEN co-ordinator. IEPs are in place where 

appropriate. Springboard materials are available for children that are 

not on target for their expected levels, for children with gaps in their 
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numeracy learning there is the provision of Wave 3 to target specific 

mathematical areas of weakness. Number shark 3 has been bought using 

e-learning credits to support special needs in Numeracy. 

More information can be gleaned from the SEN policy. 

 

Other additional support 
 

Nursery and Reception children have access to bi-lingual support where 

necessary; there are nursery nurses in both reception and nursery 

classes. NTA’s are available in Key Stage one and two, as is the 

Numeracy governor who works in a number of classes throughout the 

year on a voluntary basis. 

If the class teacher uses the ICT suite whilst the technician is in, 

he will be available for support. 

 

Equal Opportunities 
 

It is our aim to offer equal access to the curriculum to all pupils 

irrespective of gender, ethnicity, ability and social circumstance so that 

each child has the greatest opportunity to progress. It is the 

responsibility of all staff to promote good practice in equal 

opportunities. Refer to EO policy. 

 

Parental Involvement 
 

At St James we believe education to be a joint venture between home 

and school and are aware that one of the most significant factors 

influencing children’s attainment in Mathematics is parental involvement. 

We therefore encourage the support of parents. 

Parents’ evening is held twice a year during which parents and teachers 

discuss the child’s progress in Mathematics. Further information is 

provided in an annual report. Parents can contact the school at any time 

if they have concerns regarding their child’s progress in Maths. 
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Parents are made welcome in class to assist or support children where 

necessary. 

 

 

Inset Provision 
 

Staff development is overseen by the staff development co-ordinator 

(deputy head-teacher). Needs are identified by individual teachers or 

by the senior management team and are prioritised according to the 

school development plan. 

School based INSET is arranged by the Mathematics co-ordinator and 

provided by the Mathematics co-ordinator, the Head-teacher, the LEA 

advisory teachers and Maths consultants. Staff requiring extra support 

receive support from the Maths coordinator and can access courses run 

by the LEA. The effectiveness of INSET and courses is judged through 

classroom observation, scrutiny of work and plans and discussion with 

staff on their continuing professional development within the 

performance management cycle. 

 

Role of the Co-ordinator 
 

The Mathematics co-ordinator will be responsible for: Providing support 

and guidance to staff, 

Organising school based INSET, 

Auditing, purchasing and distribution of resources, 

Keeping abreast of current developments in Mathematics, 

Monitoring Mathematics through: planning, pupil interviews, classroom 

observations, assessment and record keeping, 

Liaise with external personnel. 

 

Review of policy 

 
The coordinator, whilst in consultation with staff, the head-teacher and 

governors will review this policy annually. 
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Date: February 2012 

Signed, Mathematics Co-ordinator: 

Signed, Head-teacher: 

Signed, Mathematics Governor: 
 

 

 

 

 


