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Number line ITP 

Difference ITP 

Year 1 – Progression in Mental Calculation Skills / Strategies for Subtraction 

 

Children understand that: 

 subtraction is  the removing or taking away a quantity from another; 

 subtraction is the inverse of addition; 

 subtraction is not commutative unlike addition i.e.  

 3 + 5 = 5 + 3 but 5 – 3 ≠ 3 – 5  

 

Practical equipment, models and images to support children with mental subtraction 

 

 

 

  

                                                                                         

           

 

 

Vocabulary 

subtract,  take (away),  minus,   leave,   how many are left / left over?   How many have 

gone?        One less,   two less,   ten less,   how many fewer is...than...?   difference 

between 
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Essential core learning 

Mental calculation skills: Examples: Requisite prior knowledge: 

Subtract a pair of single-
digit numbers 
 
 
 
 
 

8-3 

Model this calculation 

using cubes, small world 

people, a number line / 

track. 

If 8 – 3 = 5, what else do 

you know? 

 Know number names 

up to 10 in order in 

symbols and words 

and understand the 

amounts they 

represent 

 Understand the 

amounts the symbols 

and words represent 

 Count back from any 

given single digit 

number 

 Know that the last 

number said is the 

amount left. 

 Place value – identify 

the largest number in 

order to count back 

from this. 

Subtract a single-digit 
number from a teens 
number 
 

 

 

 

15-3 

Model this calculation 

using cubes, small world 

people, a number line / 

track. 

If 15 – 3 =12, what else do 

you know? 

 As above plus: 

 Know number names 

up to 20 in order in 

symbols (using 

numerals) and words 

(spoken) 

 Count back from any 

given teens number 

 Count back in ones 

 Know and use related 

subtraction facts e.g.  

5 - 3=2 so 15 - 3=12 

 Place value- 

understand what each 

digit represents in a 
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Italics denote desirable rather than essential skills and therefore may be taught to 

and encouraged to be used by certain children or groups when they are ready 

teens number 

Subtract a single-digit 
number from 10 
 

 

10-7 

10 - ? = 6 

10 - ? = ? 

 As above plus: 

 Count back in ones 

 Know number bonds to 

10 

 Understand and use 

subtraction as the 

inverse of addition 

Enhanced strategies 

 

There are no enhanced strategies for Year 1. 
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Number line ITP 

Difference ITP 

Year 2 – Progression in Mental Calculation Skills / Strategies for Subtraction 

 

Children understand that: 

 subtraction is  the removing or taking away a quantity from another; 

 subtraction is the inverse of addition; 

 subtraction is not commutative unlike addition i.e.  

 3 + 5 = 5 + 3 but 5 – 3 ≠ 3 – 5  

 

Practical equipment, models and images to support children with mental subtraction 

 

 

 

  

                                                                                         

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vocabulary 

subtract,  subtraction,  take (away),  minus,   leave,   how many are left / left over?   

How many have gone?        One less,   two less,   ten less,  one hundred less,  how 

many fewer is...than...?   Difference between,   
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Essential core learning 

Mental calculation skills: Examples: Requisite prior knowledge: 

Subtract a pair of single-
digit numbers and a 
single-digit number from 
a teens number, 
including crossing 10 
 

12-7 

Model this calculation 

using cubes, small world 

people, a number line / 

track. 

If 12 – 7 = 5, what else do 

you know? 

 

 

 

 Know the number 

names up to 20 in 

order, in symbols 

(using numerals) and 

words (spoken) 

 Understand the 

amounts the symbols 

and words represent 

 Use and apply number 

bonds to 10 

 Count back in ones 

from any teens number 

or single digit number 

 Place value – identify 

the largest number in 

order to count back 

from this 

 Place value – 

understand the value 

of each digit in a teens 

number 

 Know number bonds of 

all numbers up to 10 

Subtract any single-digit 
from a multiple of 10 
 

20-3 

40 - ? = 32 

30 - ? = 2? 

 

As above plus: 

 Know the decade 

number names up to 

100 in order, in 

symbols (using 

numerals) and words 

(spoken) 

 Understand  the 

amounts the symbols 

and words represent 

 Place Value – 

understand what each 
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Italics denote desirable rather than essential skills and therefore may be taught to 

and encouraged to be used by certain children or groups when they are ready 

 

 

 

digit represents in a 

two-digit number 

Subtract a single-digit 
number from any two-
digit number including 
crossing the tens 
boundary 
 

32-6 

44 - ? = 37 

52 - ? = 4? 

As above plus: 

 Understand 

subtraction as finding 

the difference 

 Count back from any 

two-digit number in 

ones 

 Count on from any 

two-digit number in 

ones 

 Use number bonds to 

efficiently bridge 

through a multiple of 

10 

Subtract a multiple of 10 
from any two-digit 
number  

63-40 
 
47 - ? = 7 
 
73 - ? = 33 
 
56 - ? = ?6 
 

As above plus: 
 

 Know what is 10 less 
than any given two-
digit number 
 

 Count back in tens 
from any given 
number 

 

Enhanced strategies 

 

There are no enhanced strategies for Year 2. 



Lancashire Primary Mathematics Team 

 

Number line ITP 

Difference ITP 

Year 3 – Progression in Mental Calculation Skills / Strategies for Subtraction 

 

Children understand that: 

 subtraction is  the removing or taking away a quantity from another; 

 subtraction is the inverse of addition; 

 subtraction is not commutative unlike addition i.e.  

 3 + 5 = 5 + 3 but 5 – 3 ≠ 3 – 5  

Practical equipment, models and images to support children with mental subtraction 

 

 

 

  

                                                                                       

           

 

 

Vocabulary 

subtract,  subtraction,  take (away),  minus,   leave,   how many are left / left over?   

How many have gone?        One less,   two less,   ten less,  one hundred less,  how 

many fewer is...than...?   Difference between,    
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Essential core learning 

Mental calculation skills: Examples: Requisite prior knowledge: 

Subtract groups of small 
numbers 

 
 
 

 

7-3-2 in context eg. There 

were 7 children on the 

bus, 3 got off in Preston, 2 

got off in Chipping, how 

many were left on the 

bus? 

 Count on and back in 

ones from any given 

number 

 Know number bonds to 

10 

Subtract a two-digit 
number from a multiple 
of 10 

90 - 27  Partition the non-
multiples of 10 e.g      
27 into 20+7 

  Count on and back in 

tens and ones 

 Use knowledge of 

place value to relate    

9 – 2 =7 to 90 – 70 =20 

Subtract two-digit 
numbers 
 
 
 
 
 

68 - 35  Partition two-digit 
numbers into tens and 
units 
 

 Recombine tens and 
units 
 

 Count on and back in 
tens and ones 
 

 Know and use 
knowledge of number 
bonds to 10 
 

Enhanced strategies 

 7 – 3 – 2 = 7 - (3+2) 

14 – 5 – 4 = 14 – 4 – 5  

Re-order numbers to 

enable more efficient 

calculations. 
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Number line ITP 

Difference ITP 

Year 4 – Progression in Mental Calculation Skills / Strategies for Subtraction 

 

Children understand that: 

 subtraction is  the removing or taking away a quantity from another; 

 subtraction is the inverse of addition; 

 subtraction is not commutative unlike addition i.e.  

 3 + 5 = 5 + 3 but 5 – 3 ≠ 3 – 5  

Practical equipment, models and images to support children with mental subtraction 

 

 

 

  

                                                                          

 

 

 

Vocabulary 

subtract,  subtraction,  take (away),  minus,   leave,   how many are left / left over?   

How many have gone?        One less,   two less,   ten less,  one hundred less,  how 

many fewer is...than...?   Difference between,   decrease,  inverse 
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Essential core learning 

Mental calculation skills: Examples: Requisite prior knowledge: 

Subtract any pair of two-
digit numbers, including 
crossing the tens 
boundary 

91 - 35 

 

 

 Count on and back in 
ones from any two-digit 
number 
 

 Count on and back in 
tens from any two-digit  
number 

 

 Partition two digit 
numbers to tens and 
units 
 

 Understand place 
value in two digit  

 

Subtract two-digit or 
three-digit multiples of 
10 
 

 

 

120 - 40 

370 - 180 

 

 

 

 Use knowledge of 
place value to relate  
12 – 4 to 120 - 40 
 

 Count on and back in 
tens 
 

 Use knowledge of 
number bonds to  
efficiently subtract 
numbers 

Enhanced strategies 

Subtract a near multiple 

of 10 

 

 

63 - 19 

Model using practical 

equipment 

 Round to the nearest 

10 

 Add a multiple of 10 to 

any number 

 Count on and back in 

tens and ones 



Lancashire Primary Mathematics Team 

 

Number line ITP 

Difference ITP 

 

Year 5 – Progression in Mental Calculation Skills / Strategies for Subtraction 

 

Children understand that: 

 subtraction is  the removing or taking away a quantity from another; 

 subtraction is the inverse of addition; 

 subtraction is not commutative unlike addition i.e.  

 3 + 5 = 5 + 3 but 5 – 3 ≠ 3 – 5  

 

Practical equipment, models and images to support children with mental subtraction 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vocabulary 

subtract,  subtraction,  take (away),  minus,   leave,   how many are left / left over?   

How many have gone?        One less,   two less,   ten less,  one hundred less,  how 

many fewer is...than...?   Difference between,   decrease,  inverse,   
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Essential core learning 

Mental calculation skills: Examples: Requisite prior knowledge: 

Subtract a pair of two-

digit numbers or three-

digit multiples of 10 

620 - 380 

 

 Partition three-digit 

numbers into 

hundreds and tens 

 Understand place 

value in two and 

three- digit numbers 

 Use knowledge of 

place value to relate 

62 - 38 to 620 - 380 

Subtract a near multiple 

of 10 or 100 from any 

two-digit or three-digit 

number 

326 - 99 

£5.00 - £1.99 

 

 Subtract a multiple of 

10  from any number 

 Subtract a multiple of 

100 from any number 

 Round numbers to 

the nearest 10 and 

100 

Subtract any pair of 

decimal fractions each 

with units and tenths 

6.3 - 4.8 

 

 

 

 Partition units and 

tenths 

 Count on and back in 

tenths including 

bridging through 1 

Find the difference 

between near multiples 

of 100 or of 1000 

 

607 - 588 

6070 - 3992 

 Know number bonds 

to 100 and related 

facts  (to 1000) 

 Counting on / back in 

hundreds, tens and , 

thousands 

Enhanced strategies 

 

There are no enhanced strategies for Year 5. 
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Number line ITP 

Difference ITP 

Year 6 – Progression in Mental Calculation Skills / Strategies for Subtraction 

 

Children understand that: 

 subtraction is  the removing or taking away a quantity from another; 

 subtraction is the inverse of addition; 

 subtraction is not commutative unlike addition i.e.  

 3 + 5 = 5 + 3 but 5 – 3 ≠ 3 – 5  

Practical equipment, models and images to support children with mental subtraction 

 

 

 

  

                                                          

 

 

Vocabulary 

subtract,  subtraction,  take (away),  minus,   leave,   how many are left / left over?   

How many have gone?        One less,   two less,   ten less,  one hundred less,  how 

many fewer is...than...?   Difference between,   decrease,  inverse,   
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Essential core learning 

Mental calculation skills: Examples: Requisite prior knowledge: 

Subtract pairs of 
decimals with units, 
tenths or hundredths 

 
 
 
 
 

 

5.6-3.38 

 

 

 

 Partition units, tenths 
and hundredths 

 

 Understand place 
     value of tenths and 

hundredths 
 

 Recombine units, 
tenths and hundredths 

 

Subtract a decimal with 
units and tenths, that is 
nearly a whole number 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

6.5-3.8 

 

 

 

 

 Understand place 
value of tenths and 
hundredths 
 

 Be able to round to the 
nearest whole number 
 

 Subtract a whole 
number from any 
decimal number 

Enhanced strategies 

 

There are no enhanced strategies for Year 6. 


